Polymerized serum albumin beads possessing slow release properties for use in vaccines.
Experimental vaccines have been made by co-polymerizing virus particles and virus subunits into rabbit serum albumin beads. When injected into rabbits these model vaccines induced specific humoral antibody production and mimicked vaccines prepared using Freund's incomplete adjuvant. No adverse reactions occurred in experimental rabbits and no antibodies reacting with polymerized rabbit serum albumin beads were found. Immunostimulation is attributed to a slow release of antigen coinciding with the gradual breakdown of bead structure.